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ABSTRACT
Since the beginning of the invasion of Iraq in 2003, Anti-Iraqi Forces1 (Shia / Sunni insurgents and Foreign Fighters) have utilized whatever means they could to attack the Coalition Forces.2 Following the disbandment of the Iraqi military, Iraqi insurgents started pillaging the Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) sites for supplies and were utilizing old munitions, mines, explosives, chemicals, whatever they could find, to build explosive devices to target Coalition Forces (CF). CF began to destroy ERW sites by controlled detonating Iraqi war stockpiles on a daily basis and still insurgents would find old munitions to use in road side bombs (Improvised Explosive Devices (a.k.a. IEDs)). It was not until mid to late 2006 when CF saw the decreased use of conventional munitions and the increased use of scrap metal to construct IEDs. In order for CF to minimize the use of scrap metal in the construction of IEDs they need to get the scrap metal out of the hands of the insurgents by putting the power back into the hands of the people. 
I request this essay to be published on the Lint Center of National Security Studies, Inc website with my name published. JLF
Since the beginning of the invasion of Iraq, Anti-Iraqi Forces1 (Shia / Sunni insurgents and Foreign Fighters) have utilized whatever means they could to attack the Coalition Forces. 2 At the initial push into Iraq the U.S. received little resistance; in fact the U.S. advanced to Baghdad so rapidly that many Iraqi Army defenses and Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) sites (stockpiles of weapons and supplies left over from the Iraq/Iran War) were bypassed. Following the disbandment of the Iraqi military by the Coalition Provisional Authority Order on 2 May, 2003 (Bremer, 2003), Iraqi insurgents started pillaging the ERW sites for supplies and were utilizing old munitions, mines, explosives, chemicals, whatever they could find, to build explosive devices and target Coalition Forces (CF). CF began to destroy ERW sites by controlled detonating Iraqi war stockpiles on a daily basis and still insurgents would find old munitions to use in road side bombs (Improvised Explosive Devices (a.k.a. IEDs)). It was not until mid to late 2006 when CF saw the decreased use of conventional munitions and the increased use of scrap metal to construct IEDs. In order for CF to minimize the use of scrap metal in the construction of IEDs we need to get the scrap metal out of the hands of the insurgents and put the power back into the hands of the people by creating a scrap metal collection program. 

The scrap metal program should focus on the “fence sitter population.”3 If we continue to give the locals opportunities to help themselves, they will continue to stand up against the insurgents and be proud to rebuild their country through legitimate means. In 2006 / 2007, when the Coalition Forces incorporated the Iraqi forces in their operations and patrols, the fence sitters noticed the increased security and began turning over terrorists to the Iraqi Forces, which reinforced country patriotism and eventually led to the "Awakening" groups”. These groups set up their own neighborhood watches and began to protect themselves. This turn of events placed increasing pressure on the insurgents to re-route their supplies. It also made them hide their activities, making their threats no longer viable deterrents to the citizens. 
The Government of Iraq and Coalition Forces are at a critical point in the rebuilding phase of operations in Iraq. Currently the country is seeing a reemergence of itself through the strength of its citizens. If we were to implement a scrap metal / Recycling program by setting up collection points around Iraq and asking for locals to sign into the program with census data we would be able to build the Iraqi persons database and provide a service back to the people, by exchanging scrap metal for items needed i.e. Cloth, food, oil, generators, fuel, and other items. A program such as this should be run by the Iraqis with the assistance of the Coalition Forces. The scrap metal (other recyclable materials) should be processed in country in one of the Iraqi milling factories so that all of the benefits are reaped by Iraq and not other countries. The export of scrap metal in Iraq is a murky subject with several reports of surrounding countries pillaging Iraq for profit from 2004 to present. Reports such as the article in the New York Times, The Struggle for Iraq: The New Looting; In Jordan’s Scrap yards, Signs of a Looted Iraq, highlight the extent of illegal scrapping and identifies what has been lost to Iraq’s infrastructure. 
Recent examinations of Jordanian scrap yards, including by a reporter for The New York Times, have turned up an astounding quantity of scrap metal and new components from Iraq's civil infrastructure, including piles of valuable copper and aluminum ingots and bars, large stacks of steel rods and water pipe and giant flanges for oil equipment -- all in nearly mint condition -- as well as chopped-up railroad boxcars, huge numbers of shattered Iraqi tanks and even beer kegs marked with the words ''Iraqi Brewery.''
The benefits from a program such as this will only improve the current situation on all sides: creating jobs for citizens, giving aid for those in need, increasing pride in the population, gaining census data in neighborhoods, gaining data for the Biometrics Automated Toolset Identification System (BATS), clearing the street of trash and junk, minimizing threats to Iraqi Security Forces and Coalition Forces. The program will provide jobs for the citizens to run the program and opportunity for earned income in the form of living amenities to the people who might not be able to hold a steady job due to lack of education or living situation. The program should not be limited to adults; all must be able to participate for it to be effective, the more people that can participate the more pride will be gained. Personal data should be kept in a database based on fingerprint technology to help protect against fraud, information gained should be basic personal information (address, family name, date of birth, children, sect…ect). BATS information should include photo identification supported with face recognition software tied in with the fingerprint technology and a swab of DNA for the record. By increasing the BATS database already in place in the country we would be able to increase the effectiveness in identifying insurgents previous and future illegal actions. By clearing the streets of junk and trash you effectively clear the areas where the insurgents can hide the IEDs and make the neighborhood a better place to live. Less concealment areas means the insurgents have to increase their planning periods, creating a slower pace of operations. With less scrap metal supplies the insurgents will have to resort to other methods of device delivery, (sacks of homemade explosives, wooden or plastic containers, ect) which would be less effective without the fragmentation provided by the scrap metal containers during a blast. All of which lead to minimized threats towards Iraqi Security Forces and Coalition Forces. 
The terms and conditions should be based on weight of scrap metal turned for in for points; the citizens can save their points for better items or use them at the time of scrap turn in. Amenities should be based on the current needs of the locals: Clothes, food items, oil/fuel, generators, clean drinking water…ect. In no terms should money be exchanged from local to scrap metal program. The potential of supplying insurgents with money is great and we do not want to relive the pains we learned with the Weapons Buy Back Program in 2005; when insurgents turned in old dilapidated weapons for money and used the money to buy new weapons or to support their organizations. This program should be able to be modified for other countries and areas of turmoil. By providing opportunities to the people to support themselves you create a society that will eventually be able to stand on their own.
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Foot Notes
    1 Anti-Iraqi forces. The first group defined as insurgents (and terrorists) were those who cannot be changed, who cannot be influenced, and who, although politically and ethnically different in scope, had essentially the same desired end state--to perceptually de-legitimize the current Iraqi Government and drive a wedge between the Iraqi populace and coalition forces. Their aim is disruption for political gain; their organization is cellular based and organized crime-like in terms of its rapid ability to take advantage of tactical and operational gaps. Iraqi insurgents take full advantage of the Arab Bedouin-based tribal culture so important to understanding the battle space. They target the disenfranchised neighborhoods that see little to no progress, recruiting from those who see, through the insurgent, basic services being fulfilled, societal leadership, safety being provided, and ultimately, direction given. (Chiarelli and Michaelis, 2005. p.2)
    2 The term “Coalition Forces” references the 27 countries that at one time or another has supported the fight against terrorism in Iraq. The countries in alphabetical order are:  Albania, Armenia, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia, Georgia, Japan, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, Mongolia, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Singapore, South Korea, Ukraine, United Kingdom and the United States.
     3 “Fence sitters” are the local citizens who are caught in the middle of ongoing turmoil between the Anti-Iraqi forces and the Government of Iraq (GOI) / CF. They are the citizens who do not have the power and will usually side with the ones who can protect them and provide them with sustenance for living. When insurgents are able to attack larger organizations or the institutions of the local government the fence sitters normally support the terrorists either out of fear or need.
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