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National Security Studies Scholarship Essay (Raymond G. Verret)

My service to the United States Air Force is nearing its second phase (transition) encompassing over two decades.  History has been made before my eyes and I can say I have made an impact on the course of events that shape our lives today.  The contribution one makes in life impacts the world they live in whether the contribution is large or small.
In early 2004, while stationed at Pensacola Naval Air Station, a concept to protect America from a potential terrorists attack formulated in my thoughts.  Initially, I kept the concept to myself for fear that the idea was grandiose and would fall on deaf ears.  I eventually shared the idea with my fiancée (now my wife).  Once she heard the concept (see attached document), she knew the idea had merit and would be feasible and necessary.  I placed my thoughts down on paper and entered a journey that would forever change my life.  After many reiterations and drafts, the final proposal solidified itself from beginning to end.
Being an active duty member of the United States Air Force, I knew my first step in the process to share and possibly implement my proposal was to follow my chain of command.  My supervisor at the time was a USAF captain and navigator instructor.  He reviewed my proposal and was astounded with the simplicity and practicality of the concept.  He made a few grammatical tweaks then recommended I take my proposal directly to the Commander of the Pensacola Coast Guard.  I made an appointment with the Pensacola Coast Guard Commander to discuss the concept.  I knew if the proposal made sense to a Coast Guard official, then I would have greater standing.  I sat directly in front of the Commander across from his desk while he read my proposal.  Before I could interject or clarify possible shortfalls such as cost, manpower, etc., he looked at me and stated “we should have thought of this”, he then told me that he would forward this proposal to his bosses in Mobile, Alabama.

With many positive reviews backing my proposal, I decided to obtain additional endorsements.  I wanted to have an assortment of endorsements prior to submitting my proposal via political avenues.  I submitted my proposal to key academicians (names provided upon request) in the field of Criminal Justice as well as members of industry in the related field.  I received just what I sought, key endorsements from some of the best minds in America.  
After meeting with my Congressman, I was able to speak with him and his aide to discuss the concept.  My Congressman seemed impressed and ensured me that he would personally deliver my proposal to the Committee on Homeland Security as well as ensure our Senators would be made aware of my proposal.  After meeting with my Congressman, I forwarded copies of my proposal to other appropriate political leaders.  Now that the proposal is in the hands of the Homeland Security Committee, the life or death of the proposal will be eventually determined.  I am confident the proposal will survive close to its original concept.
